Discover Alaska

[image: image74.jpg]





[image: image2.png]



Introduction
This year you have learned about the 50 States. You are going to get to take a trip to follow up on what we have learned.  We are taking a trip to Alaska!  You are the travel agent.  You are to plan this trip with the whole family in mind.  Are you ready?  Let's Discover Alaska!
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Tasks
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You are to create a poster of Alaska.
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You are to create a PowerPoint presentation of the various regions of Alaska.
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You are to plan a vacation for a family of five to Fairbanks and the surrounding region.
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Process
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Create a poster of Alaska (younger group or individual)

1. Use the following sites to locate pictures of Alaska. (You can ask someone older to help you, but you need to make the poster.)

Alaska pictures can include:


Animals
Flag




Land

Parks




Maps

Mountains




Plants





Cities




People




Places



WEBSITES




Wild-Eyed Alaska



Alaska Wildlife Notebook Series



The Alaska Zoo



Wild Alaska:  National Parks 




NASA Quest Visit the Land and People of Alaska



Fairbanks, Alaska



MMS Kids Corner Photo Gallery



Alaska Photos



Enchanted Learning - Alaska 

2. Print the pictures on the color printer.

3. Cut out the pictures.

4. Glue on the poster board.

5. Be sure to put a title on your poster.
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 Create a PowerPoint presentation of the various regions of Alaska (Mid level 2nd - 4th graders)

1. Locate the information you wish to present using the websites in the Resource area.

2. Your presentation should include a page (or more) on each region of Alaska.

3. Please include the following information in your presentation:
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Alaska Facts: Statehood, Capital, Flag, and Symbols.
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The land, people and animals of each region
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The National Parks/places of interest of each region


4.
Be creative!
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 Plan a vacation for a family of five to Fairbanks and the surrounding region (Upper level 4th grade)

1. You are to plan the flight arrangements for a round trip ticket from your hometown (or nearest large/International airport) to Fairbanks, AK.  Use the following website to obtain costs and flight information: Expedia. You will be asked for dates for travel.  When is the best time to travel to Alaska? Consider where you live and the climate in comparison to that of Fairbanks, Alaska.

2. You will be in Fairbanks for 1 week.  What do you want to see and do? Remember, this is a family vacation.  Who is going on this trip? Make your plans with everyone in mind. Also remember to note the prices for these adventures. (This should be a document created in Word or a spreadsheet using Excel.)
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DAD - [image: image15.wmf] likes the outdoors, hiking, boating and museums.
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MOM - [image: image17.wmf]likes trains, boats, museums and parks.
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NICK - [image: image19.wmf]likes computers, outdoors, science museums and horseback riding.
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KATIE - [image: image21.wmf]likes reading, parks, shopping and the zoo.
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AIMEE - [image: image23.png]


likes aquariums, parks, animals and jumping rope.

3. What will this adventure cost?  Make a chart detailing the costs of this trip. Remember to include the following:
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Flights

[image: image25.png]



Rental Car
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Accommodations
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Activities
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Food
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Spending money

4.
Prepare this in a document you would give to your client.  It is important to be organized and neat. 
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Resources

Alaska Search  - Alaska Regions (http://www.alaskasearch.com/alaska_regions.html)


AlaskaOne - Fairbanks, AK (http://www.alaskaone.com/fairbanks/)


Climbing and Moutaineering in Alaska (http://web.acsalaska.net/~phil.lee/)


Denali National Park & Preserve (http://www.nps.gov/dena/)


Fairbanks Alaska Travel and Tours at El Dorado Gold Mine (http://www.alaskaone.com/eldorado/)


Official Website of the State of Alaska – Visitor Information (http://www.dced.state.ak.us/tourism/)


Park Entrance (http://www.alaskan.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=showSubcategories&Category_ID=16)


Riverboat Discovery – Fairbanks, Alaska (http://www.alaskaone.com/discovery/)


Student Information on Alaska (http://www.dced.state.ak.us/tourism/student.htm)


Official Website for State of Alaska Tourism (http://www.dced.state.ak.us/tourism/student/student11.htm)


Alaska Travel Industry Association -- Virtual Tours (http://www.travelalaska.com/tours/indextours1.html)


Welcome to Alaska! (http://www.alaskaone.com/xperak/)


Alaskan Animals (http://www.teelfamily.com/links/animals/default.html)


Alaska Activities (http://www.teelfamily.com/activities/alaska/)

Aurora Forecast (http://www.gi.alaska.edu/cgi-bin/predict.cgi)

The Aurora Page (http://www.geo.mtu.edu/weather/aurora/)


Arctic Circle: Inupiat of Arctic Alaska (http://arcticcircle.uconn.edu/HistoryCulture/Inupiat/)


Alaska Trees (http://www.teelfamily.com/activities/trees/)


Wild-Eyed Alaska (http://www.hhmi.org/alaska/)

Alaska Wildlife Notebook Series (http://www.state.ak.us/local/akpages/FISH.GAME/notebook/notehome.htm)

The Alaska Zoo (http://www.alaskazoo.org/)

Wild Alaska:  National Parks (http://www.npca.org/wild_alaska/parks_of_alaska/)

NASA Quest Visit the Land and People of Alaska (http://quest.arc.nasa.gov/arctic/land/7_31.html)


Fairbanks, Alaska (http://www.dced.state.ak.us/cbd/commdb/images/Fbx_Photos.htm)

MMS Kids Corner Photo Gallery (http://www.mms.gov/alaska/kids/gallery/gallery.htm)

Alaska Photos (http://www.northernlatitude.com/akphotos.html)

Enchanted Learning - Alaska (http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/states/alaska/)

Additional Resources


Books on Alaska for Kids (http://www.travelalaska.com/store/indexstore0.html)


The Teel Family's Alaska Reading List (http://www.teelfamily.com/activities/alaska/booklist.htm)
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Evaluation


Your tasks will be evaluated using the following rubric.

Many hotels and restaurants are rated on products and services they offer.  The systems most widely held are stars or diamonds. The best hotels and restaurants are rated with 5 stars or diamonds. Seeing how this is a trip to Alaska you will be rated by Bear Claws.

	Task
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	Poster


	Title

15 or more pictures

7 or more categories

Some other writing/subtitles


	Title

12-14 pictures

5-6 categories


	Title

10-12 pictures

3-4 categories


	Title

8-10 pictures

2-3 categories


	No title

Less than 8 pictures

The pictures are all of the same category

	Presentation
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Title page with all the Alaska facts requested
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Five regions represented
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Contains the land, people, and animals as well as 3 places of interest of each region
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Title page with most of the Alaska facts
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Four regions represented

[image: image52.png]



Contains some of the land, people and animals as well as 2 places of interest of each region
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Title page but with missing facts of Alaska
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Three regions represented
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Contains half the information requested on the regions represented
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No Title page
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Two regions represented
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Does not contain enough information about each region represented
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No Title page
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One region represented
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Does not contain enough information

	Alaska Trip

(Overall project)
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Well organized
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Contains graphics
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Covered all required areas
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Well organized
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Covers all required areas
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Somewhat organized, sections are not labeled,
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Covers all required adequately
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Lacks organization
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Covers 2 of the 3 required areas
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No separate headings or sections and unable to see/or not all areas covered



	Flight Arrangements
	Detailed information on three possible routes and costs for the entire family form their nearest or most cost effective national airport to Fairbanks, AK.
	Detailed information on 1 route and costs for the family from the nearest airport to Fairbanks, AK.
	Information of a possible flight considering a local airport and an Alaskan airport.
	Information of a flight for the family but failed to include price and timetable.
	Flight information is not reliable.

	Fairbanks Plan
	Detailed and well-organized plan with daily headings and plans for that day.  Each day's itinerary includes the attraction's/place of interest's name, address and contact phone number.  It includes the costs of the planned events.  There is a choice of accommodations listed, as well as the location and contact number of each.


	A list of activities to see and do in Fairbanks.  The list contains location, cost, and contact phone number.  There are at least 7 attractions listed. Accommodations have been chosen and listed with its location, cost and contact number.


	A list of activities for the Fairbanks area includes costs and location and phone numbers for some.  The list contains less than 7 places of interest.


	An incomplete list of places of interest lacking location, costs or contact phone numbers.  The list contains less than 5 places of interest.


	The list does not exist or is not completed with the required information.  The list contains less than 4 places of interest.



	Expense Sheet
	Excel spreadsheet with costs for Flights, Rental Car, Accommodations, Activities, Food and spending money for each person. Spreadsheet has proper headings and well organized.
	Excel spreadsheet with costs for 5 of the 6 categories listed.  Spreadsheet has headings.
	Excel spreadsheet with 4-5 of the 6 categories listed.  Spreadsheet is basic with no headings.
	Chart with the costs of 4 or less categories, no headings and incomplete.
	Chart with the costs not well defined.
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Conclusion
So now that you have planned this trip to Alaska, are you ready to go?  Well until the time comes for our plane to depart, keep looking for new information on Alaska.  Check the websites out in the future as information changes and new things are always being added.
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Notes to Educator
 This Web Quest was designed for the multilevel classroom.  The tasks are leveled in ability from K-1, 2-3 and 3-4.  

Graphics From Microsoft Office Design Gallery Live
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